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elebrating the Class of 2024 


WMS students ‘step 
up’ with reverse 
parade 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM -— As the 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School Class of 2020 prepares 
to embark on their journey into 
adulthood, the Wilbraham Mid- 
dle School community said their 
own goodbyes to another class 
of students, the Muinnechaug 
Class of 2024. 

Students and their families 
gathered at the WMS campus 
from 9 to 11 am. Wednes- 
day, June 17 to celebrate their 
achievements with teachers and 
staff as they stepped up from 
middle school to high school. 
Unlike a traditional, indoor ex- 
perience, this year, with social 
distancing measures and limita- 
tions on group gatherings, the 
students received a special “re- 
verse parade” around the cam- 
pus. 

“This 1s great,” Principal Tom 
Mazza said of the event. “These 
kids really deserve something 
special.” 

Mazza waited at the end of 
the route so he could personally 


YOr of WMS” 


Wilbraham Middle 





Jack Strauss (center) receives “The Mayor of WMS” award from Principal Tom Mazza (left) and teacher Peter Fitzgerald June 17. Students 
and families were invited to the campus for a “reverse parade” in celebration of completing middle school. TIMES STAFF PHOTOS BY TYLER S. 


WITKOP 


deliver each student their Certif- 
icate of Appreciation, signifying 
the end of their middle school 


Town backs new 
ambulance contract 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN -— During the 
June 20 Annual Town Meeting, 
Hampden residents approved 
an appropriation of $333,000 to 
fund the town’s recently com- 
pleted contract with Action Am- 
bulance. Hampden is expected 
to pay the sum annually over the 
course of its three-year agree- 
ment with the service provider. 

In return, Hampden will re- 
ceive around-the-clock ambu- 
lance coverage. While the town 
currently pays zero dollars for its 
ambulance service, Selectmen 
Chairman Donald Davenport ex- 
plained why the change 1s neces- 
sary. 

“For years, the town had a 
contract with AMR ambulance 
service in conjunction with East 
Longmeadow,” he said, address- 
ing voters at Town Meeting. 
“East Longmeadow went and 
started their own ambulance 
service with their fire depart- 
ment, spent $1.6 million and 
hired eight additional people to 
do that. AMR left their contract 
with East Longmeadow, which 
left us without an ambulance ser- 
vice starting July 1.” 

Several residents questioned 


the line item. Among them was 
Gary Lamont, who requested 
that the decision be tabled for 
several months. 

“Td like to make a motion to 
table that item to Town Meeting 
in the fall to allow the Review 
Committee to better understand 
the impacts of the pandemic on 
the town,’ said Lamont, even- 
tually modifying the motion to 
“zero Out the line item” at the 
instruction of Moderator Rick 
Green. 

Selectman John D. Flynn 
took to the microphone soon af- 
ter to emphasize the importance 
of the contract and assure audi- 
ence members that voting for its 
approval was the right decision. 

“This is a huge change for 
the town of Hampden. We’ve 
been paying zero dollars for 
many years and now we have to 
pay over $300,000 a year for am- 
bulance service, but the benefit 
is peace of mind. We wouldn’t 
come here and ask you to sup- 
port something that we don’t be- 
lieve in,” said Flynn. 

Davenport noted that the 
town received three offers when 
it went out to bid; the other two 
providers requested $800,000 


Please see AMBULANCE, page 13 


years in a similar way that high 
school and college graduates re- 
ceive diplomas. 


As the students arrived, they 


were greeted by a line of teach- 
ers waving and cheering along 


the driveway. At the parking 
lot, Assistant Principal Serenity 


Please see PARADE, page 7 


Demonstrators seek to inspire Care 


Call for an end to 
racial inequities 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN - A growing 
movement seeking an end to 
the systemic racism afflicting 
the nation made its presence 
known and heard last week, 
from the footsteps of the Hamp- 
den Town House. 

On June 19 — known as 
‘“‘Juneteenth,’ which marks the 
day in history when Major Gen. 
Gordon Granger and his Union 
troops landed in Galveston, 
Texas, and announced that the 
Civil War had ended, on June 
19, 1865 — a Black Lives Mat- 
ter stand out organized by 2014 
Minnechaug graduates Casey 
Lu Simon-Plumb, Drew Weisse 
and Alyssa Toomey, and 2013 
graduate Kayla Perry, brought 
roughly 100 fellow activists to 
Hampden hopeful they could 
inspire change. 

The peaceful demonstra- 
tion was attended by several 
officials, including Hampden 
Selectmen, Chairman Donald 
Davenport and John D. Fly- 
nn, who listened and observed 
some of the events, as well as 
current and former educators. 





roe 


A crowd of ep eee Sere in front of the Hampden Town 
House June 19, showing support for racial equity. TIMES STAFF 
PHOTOS BY TYLER S. WITKOP 


“It’s the only thing that 
gives me hope about this town,” 
Simon-Plumb, a former Hamp- 
den resident, told The Times 
prior to the peaceful demon- 
stration. “Because it’s a small 
town, a lot of change can hap- 
pen.” 

Toomey said it was import- 
ant for her to bring the move- 
ment and conversation back to 
her community because “I care 
about it here.” 

The group had organized a 
similar demonstration two days 
prior on Wednesday, June 17, 
in front of Wilbraham United 
Church. That event brought an 


estimated 300 people. “We got 
a lot of comments that people 
learned something,’ she said, 
noting the hope was the same 
for the Hampden event. 

The event, which was coor- 
dinated entirely by the young 
adults, featured local speakers 
that shared their own experi- 
ences with racism in the com- 
munity. Some included current 
and former students within the 
Hampden-Wilbraham Region- 
al School District, as well as 
teachers. Organizers also is- 
sued their demands, with hopes 


Please see CHANGE, page 13 





Page 2 


NEWS ABOUT TOWN 


Church continues its hopeful campaign 


More than 200 food bags 
delivered to Springfield 
program 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM -— Families with in- 
fants and small children are set to receive 
a small but largely needed donation of 
goods, thanks to their friends and neigh- 
bors in Wilbraham and surrounding com- 
munities. 

Last Wednesday, June 17, volunteers 
from Evangel Assembly of God in Wil- 
braham packed and loaded more than 200 
brown grocery bags full of various food 
items for delivery to Thom Infant and 
Child Services in Springfield. But these 
200 or so bags are only a small piece of 
their generosity puzzle, having received 
21 pallets worth of goods from the faith- 
based, humanitarian organization Convoy 
of Hope. 

“This 1s an organization we’ve part- 
nered with in the past,’ said Lori Cana- 
day, outreach and children’s pastor at 
Evangel Assembly, noting that the orga- 
nization partners with numerous churches 
throughout the Northeast. 

Canaday said prior to receiving the 
delivery, she had no way to conceptualize 
the amount of goods that fill 21 pallets. 
Taking this reporter on a tour, the prod- 
uct is like the backroom of a local super- 
market, filled with boxes of snack cookies 
and crackers, as well as full cases of flour, 
bleach, paper products and sports drinks. 
Fortunately for the congregation, with 


limitations on gatherings, there is ample 
space to store the goods until they are 
ready for delivery. When they are ready 
to make a delivery, volunteers of all ages 
assist breaking down cases and sorting the 
product into brown paper grocery bags. 
Canaday said the product has already 
gone to several causes and will continue 
to as long as there is a need and resources 
available. 





| 
More bags fill the bed of a pickup truck 
waiting to assist local families in need, 
served by Thom Infant and Child Services 
in Springfield. 


During the week of June 8, Canaday 
said the church was able to deliver 100 
bottles of bleach, 100 sleeves of cups 
and 100 10-pound bags of flour to a near- 
by Springfield elementary school, to as- 
sist families in need. On the morning of 
June 17, in addition to the delivery to 
Thom, the church provided nine bottles of 
bleach, nine bags of flour, nine stacks of 
cups and multiple meal kits that include 
canned meats, dry beans, jerky and other 
non-perishable goods. 

“We gave some out Sunday,” Canaday 
said of the volunteer-packed bags. “We 


MEET AMAL SOFFAN ARDOLINO 
Your Local Community Expert 


Hi! | am a full time Realtor with Real Living 
Realty Professionals. | have over 12 years of 
real estate experience and | have participated in 
closing hundreds of transactions at every level. 

| am a resident of Wilbraham and a mother 
of two boys who attend Wilbraham schools. My 
husband and | are very active in the community. 

When Marketing a home for sale, | often find 
that insight from the current members of our 





community are most valued and helpful to those 
considering moving into our area. Please reach 
out and share your experience with me. Thank 
you for helping Real Living and | market homes 
in your community at the highest level. 


SEE AMAL'S SUCCESS IN WILBRAHAM 


MULTIPLE 
OFFERS! 
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100 Burleigh Rd. 
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211 Manchonis Rd Ext 17 Hickory Hill Dr. 





21 Bennett t Rd. 
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4 Belli Dr. 


FOR SALE! 











143 Crane Hill Rd. 8 King Dr. 


CALL ME TODAY IF YOU WOULD LIKE 


RealLiving 


TO TALK ABOUT SELLING YOUR HOME! 


Amal Soffan Ardolino 


413-218-8577 
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Volunteers from Evangel Assembly of God in Wilbraham pack bags of food into waiting 
vehicles for delivery to Thom Infant and Child Services in Springfield. 





Bags of food fill the back of a car to help families in need. 


challenged church members to choose 
someone to make a difference,’ noting 
they delivered in the vicinity of 80 bags 
to congregants. 

Near the end of their work, Canaday 
said they will hand out the remaining 
product to their own church members via 
a drive-thru service. 

For Canaday, the outreach the church 
has been able to deliver reminds her of a 
Bible story commonly referred to as the 
“Parable of the Talents.” Appearing in the 
gospels of Luke and Matthew, the story 
tells of a master who puts his three ser- 
vants in charge of his goods while he is 
away. Upon his return, he evaluates how 
faithful his servants were with his mon- 
ey. Two servants invested his money and 
increased its value, while the third buried 
it, being safe with the money. The master 












Our Summer Camps/Workshops 
Will Be OPEN! 


35 Post Office Park, Wilbraham 


www.thedancestudio.co 


We are taking all precautions 
for the safety of our dancers & staff! 


e Small groups for social distancing 


e Hand sanitizer available for all 


Enjoy Dancing Again! 


rewarded the two for faithfully growing 
the value of the master’s wealth while the 
third was punished. 

She said, in terms of the church, they 
started with three pallets of goods they 
sent as “Boxes of Hope.’ Hoping and 
praying to be able to deliver more neces- 
sary items to needy families locally, Can- 
aday said it is exciting to now have their 
ability to give rewarded so bountifully. 

“It’s so cool to see that prayer an- 
swered,” she said. “It fits our motto: ‘We 
are here to serve. We are constantly look- 
ing for whatever the community needs; 
we want to help. We are trying to get cre- 
ative.” 

For more information about Evangel 
Assembly or to help with their commu- 
nity outreach, visit evangelassembly.org. 


596-0121 





e Temperature checking 
e UV sanitizing lights 


Call for more details. 
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Family members, Mass. VFW support 
new Soldiers’ Home construction 


HOLYOKE - A coalition of vet- 
erans, family members, veteran ser- 
vices representatives and concerned 
citizens are petitioning Gov. Char- 
lie Baker and Lt. Gov. Karyn Poli- 
to to immediately approve a project 
that would result in a new Soldiers’ 
Home in Holyoke. 

The group has created a web page 
(FundHolyokeSoldiersHomeNow. 
org) where citizens can link to a pe- 
tition. The web page also provides 
sample letters and telephone mes- 
sages for people to write to and call 
elected officials. 

“T support immediate action by 
Governor Baker and legislature to 
provide state funding to renovate 
and expand the Soldiers’ Home in 
Holyoke by July 31, 2020, in order 
to allow the correction of serious 
conditions which have been ignored 
for several years,’ says the group’s 
petition. 

As of Friday evening, more than 
900 people have signed the petition, 
which states that conditions at the 
Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke are un- 
acceptable and violate the patient 
rights of veterans for safe and ade- 


quate care. 

The coalition formed after news 
reports that a project for a new wing 
at the Soldiers’ Home was approved 
for 65 percent federal funding in 
2013 but has never received a com- 
mitment from the Baker adminis- 
tration for state matching funds to 
proceed. 

“We want to be part of the solu- 
tion to take advantage of a major op- 
portunity to make things right for the 
families of the Veterans who died, 
right for the families of the Veterans 
who died, right for the incredibly 
dedicated staff who had to work in 
those conditions and right for future 
generations of Veterans who will 
need the Soldiers’ Home in Holy- 
oke,” says the group’s message on its 
web page. 

In addition to the online petition, 
a group of family members of veter- 
ans who died at the Soldiers’ Home 
after testing positive for COVID-19 
sent a letter to Baker to request state 
approval of the project that would re- 
sult in a new five-story addition. 

In his first official action as the 
newly installed commander of the 


Massachusetts Department of For- 
eign Wars, Russ Jobe signed a letter 
on behalf of all state VFW members 
calling on Baker to support the new 
construction. 

The best path forward following 
the deaths of more than 75 Veter- 
an residents who tested positive for 
COVID-19 at the Soldiers’ Home in 
Holyoke is a vastly improved facili- 
ty for the Veterans, says the petition 
and letters. 

“We envision a Soldiers’ Home 
in Holyoke where Veterans enjoy 
excellent quality of life and quality 
of care; where they, their families, 
and the staff engage in relationships 
that result in the best possible envi- 
ronment where Veterans want to live 
and staff want to work; and where all 
are protected, sustained in the safest 
and most compassionate Home pos- 
sible,’ says the group. 

More information about the 
group’s mission and vision to in- 
clude a narrative of the construction 
project can be found at www.fund- 
holyokesoldiershomenow.org 


Legislators file bill to halt MassHealth 
estate recovery during pandemic 


BOSTON - State Sen. Jo Comer- 
ford (D-Northampton) and Rep. 
Christine Barber (D-Somerville) an- 
nounced the recent filing of new leg- 
islation to protect the families of de- 
ceased MassHealth patients during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Under federal law, MassHealth 
— the commonwealth’s Medicaid 
program — is required to collect its 
costs from estates of members who 
received long-term care services in 
nursing homes. But Massachusetts 
is one of a few states in the nation 
that goes beyond this federal man- 
date and collects money from all 
MassHealth recipients over age 55, 
regardless of whether they were in a 
nursing home. 

The new legislation temporar- 
ily halts the most problematic as- 
pects of estate recovery during the 
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college, has provided more 
than $3 million in student 
scholarships while also in- 
vesting in classroom equip- 
ment and technology for 
select academic and student 
support programs. 
Among the 


COVID-19 state of emergency. The 
bill gives families additional time to 
navigate the process, waives accu- 
mulating interest on the claim and 
lets descendants remain living in the 
family home. 

Springfield Community Legal 
Aid Advocacy Coordinator Peter 
Benjamin offers that the common- 
wealth’s so-called “estate recovery” 
protocols, “put MassHealth recipi- 
ents, who are low-income working 
and disabled people, in the position 
of knowing that every time they get 
needed medical services, they are 
making it more likely that the state 
will try to take away the one asset 
they hope to pass on to their families: 
their homes.” 

MassHealth has been pursu- 
ing estate recovery throughout the 
COVID-19 crisis, forcing families 
to negotiate the complicated pro- 
bate and waiver process at a time 
when courts are closed, home sales 
are difficult and relocation may be 
unsafe. Estate recovery adds to the 
already disparately high burden of 
COVID-19 on low-income and dis- 
abled Massachusetts residents. 

“T’m filing this legislation in part- 
nership with Rep. Barber in honor of 


the nonprof- 


constituents who fought and won a 
battle to hang on to a family home. 
People who are ill should not have to 
choose between getting the medical 
care that they need and deserve and 
keeping their home secure for their 
children,’ Comerford said. 

The bill has been endorsed by the 
Massachusetts chapter of National 
Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, 
Massachusetts Law Reform Insti- 
tute, Massachusetts Councils on 
Aging, Massachusetts Senior Action 
Council, Massachusetts Advocates 
for Nursing Home Reform, and 
Mass Home Care. 

The bill aims to extend the time- 
line for the estate’s personal repre- 
sentative to respond to MassHealth 
from 60 days to 180 days and would 
waive the 12 percent interest charged 
on the MassHealth claims. Addition- 
ally, it would prohibit MassHealth 
from taking action to compel the sale 
of real estate if someone is current- 
ly residing in the home and the bill 
sunsets 180 days after the current 
state-of-emergency ends. 

The legislation is expected to 
advance to the Legislature’s Joint 
Committee on Health Care Financ- 
ing for consideration. 


HCC Foundation awards scholarships 


HOLYOKE - This spring, the HCC 
Foundation awarded nearly $210,000 in 
scholarships to 200 incoming, current 
and transferring HCC students and will 
set a record for the number of scholar- 
ships it distributes for the 2020-2021 ac- 
ademic year, 233. 

Over the years, the HCC 
Foundation, 
it fundraising arm of the 


ship recipients are Brittany Brideau, of 
Hampden, and Elizabeth Busker, Veron- 
ica Machuca, Piper Smythe and Destyni 
Watkins, of Wilbraham. 


] “SUCCESSFUL-LEARNER 


PARENT, STUDENT & EDUCATOR SUPPORT 





scholar- 


Learn how to improve behaviors and motivation 
using a strength-based approach. Gain an in-depth 
understanding of ADHD and/or the specific 


learning difference and the effective strategies 
that best support academic and personal success. 


Lorri Comeau, M.Ed. 
ADHD Parent Coach & Learning Support Specialist 


comeaulorri@ gmail.com 
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Locally Grown 


Strawberries 
From Nearby Farms 
Red, Ripe & Delicious 
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Locally Grown 
Yellow and Zucchini Squash, 
. Hot House Tomatoes, 
Red Leaf, Green Leaf 
& Romaine Lettuce, 
tl Peas, Raspberries - 


MM Gaxdon 


All Vegetable Plants 
Buy 1 Get 1 Free 


All Sizes ~ 6 Pack Size to One Gallon Size 
Tomatoes, Peppers, Cucumbers, 
Squash & MORE 
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Spring Bloomin : 
a 


eee: 


Trees & Shrubs ee 
Now 30% OFF ' 


Past Bloom Lilacs, Rhododendrons, 
Magnolia, Andromeda and MORE 


Perennial of the Week 
“Nio Niow” 


Ornamental Grasses 


20% OFF 


Perennial Miscanthus and Pennisetum 
“Morning Light,” “Maiden Grass, ” 
“Porcupine,” “Little Bunny Grass” and MORE 


Sunflower 17.99 


Bouquets 
20% OFF 4 


x 


All Rose Bushes 
Randall's Kitchen & Deli 


Picnic Javorils 


Summer Salads ~ Potato, Pasta, Cucumber, 
Crispy Slaws, Fresh Fruit Salad 
Entrees To Go, Gourmet Sandwiches, 
Fresh Baked Pies, Cookies & Desserts 


Elsie’s Creamery 
The Best Homemade Ice Cream 
é¢% Hand Packed Pints & Half Gallons 

—  |nAll Your Favorite Flavors 
Available in the Main Store 


catlsie's Creamery Window Service Is 
Temporarily Closed Due To Social Distancing 














ALWAYS FRESH AT 





631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 ¢ www.randallsfarm.net 
NEW SUMMER HOURS: 

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM 


Find us on and Your) 
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When feather-nested fledglings fly 


Life in its various forms — whether human, 
animal, or bird — takes time to develop and 
grow. Whatever the age span, there’s a g-r-o- 
w-t-h process. Amazingly, with each life, the 
proper nourishment and environment can even- 
tually lead to a successful, mature life. 

Not choosing biology as a major, yet having 
grown up observing and tending various small- 
farm animals and birds from birth, helps one 
to understand the development and the grow- 
ing-up process. Whether it was watching new- 
born calves be born, get up, and wobble-walk. 
Or, when weaned, helping them to drink from 
a bucket, instead of feeding from Mama Cow. 
With gentle, patient coaxing, calves eventual- 
ly learned to sip, slurp and swallow. Or, if it 
was rescuing a tail-wounded squirrel back to 
health. (Later “Tippy the Squirrel’ celebrated 
by scale-running up and down the keys of an 
upright piano sitting against the wall of an en- 
closed sunporch!) Or, if it was the eager, day- 
by-day watching of a pen of hen’s incubated 
and hatching eggs and the ensuing life-struggle 
of transparent-skinny baby chicks onto finally 
seeing their yellow fuzz adorningly and ador- 
ably appear. 

Zoom to present day observations. By all 
appearances the “birds-of-a-feather-stick-to- 


gether” motto is applying to our near- 
by barn swallow parents, now hov- 
ering over a few newly hatched eggs 
right outside our front door. They are 
in feathered abode, way up in a mud- 
thatched nest molded over the frame 
of our front door’s entrance light. 

Every time we leave our home 
and come back, perhaps our nearby 
neighbors wonder about out sidewalk 
conversations with Mr. and Mrs. Barn 
Swallow? Whenever walking out, the 
birds swish by with swoop loops from their 
nest to landing right on our front lawn’s white 
globe lamp. As they perch together atop the 
white globe, we intentionally stop and chat. 

“Well, good morning! And, how’s the fam- 
ily?” 

As if listening to our greetings, they tilt 
their heads as if understanding every word. 

So far, they haven’t replied in bird-banter. 
While spindle-leg standing, as each parent 
starts preening its feathers, we sense their con- 
tentment. 

Recently however, Mr. Barn Swallow seems 
edgy. He’s overtly protective. His Mrs. is on 
setting their nest more. As the hatching arrival 
approaches, the pair still takes daytime flights 


GUEST 


CORUWINTS | 





JOAN E. B. 
COOMBS 


for insect food, and each takes turns 
with keeping the nested eggs warm. 

Protective environments, with all 
the necessary components for healthy 
growth — shelter, food and nurturing 
— happen during times of incubation. 
Often it seems that a reoccurring 
similarity or our new-normal real- 
ity applies to what we all are expe- 
riencing with COVID-19’s current 
safety admonitions of: “Sheltering in 
place,” “Wearing masks to safeguard 
yourself and others,’ and to “Keep practicing 
safe-distancing.” 

As the 2020 summer days progress, the 
barn swallow nestlings will stir, their parents 
will tend to their needs, and within about three 
days after hatching their eyes will open and see 
anew world. 

Recent school and college graduates like- 
wise appear to have a reoccurring comparison. 
The nests that nurtured them have been prepar- 
ing each one to see the world, with the abid- 
ing support and guidance of those who have 
cherished, raised, taught and trained them. 
And, we'll all be cheering them on — with en- 
couraging words and conversations — when the 
feather-nested fledglings fly. 





Column 
observation 


To the editor, 


Tyler Witkop’s “Slippery scales 
and serpent tales” (June 11) ac- 
count of a water snake making off 
with his brown trout dinner (Mr. 
Witkop’s) was both remarkable and 
amusing. Typically, water snakes 
are very skittish, so its persistence 
in retrieving the trout, three tries no 
less, was very unusual, but points 
out that when animals are desper- 
ately hungry, they may take big 
risks. My other observation is that 
while Mr. Witkop can always go to 
the supermarket for his fish dinner, 
the snake must tough it out in every 
way it knows how. I’m glad he let it 
have its way. 


Doug Fraser 
Chesterfield 


Our advertisers 
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publication 
possible. 
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Letters fo the Editor 


To build a senior center we need facts 


To the editor: 


Much has been written and 
much has been discussed about 
the possibility of adaptive reuse 
of Memorial School for a new 
Wilbraham Senior Center. 

Donald Flannery seems to 
have been mostly a lone voice in 
the wilderness as an advocate. 

The Friends of Friends of 
Wilbraham Seniors, Inc. seems 
to think their “due diligence” has 
shown that that adaptive reuse is 
not feasible. 

Having served on some build- 
ing committees as a volunteer 
and as a professional, I can cer- 
tainly appreciate the long hours, 
sometimes Over many years, to 
move a public project such as 
this to fruition. This committee 
has apparently looked at quite a 
number of optional sites. So my 
hat is off to the committee that 
has been working on this project. 

I also appreciate that the 
committee has found an evident- 
ly talented architect with much 
experience in the design of se- 
nior centers. 

But the serious question of 
the feasibility of reusing Me- 
morial School or the site of 
Memorial School can be settled 
only by the data. Data is derived 
from facts. Unfortunately, I don’t 


think we have all the facts. 

A couple of letters in a recent 
issue of the Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times appear to skew some 
of the facts: 

‘‘Asbestos throughout” 

Actually it was removed in all 
the steam tunnels and the boiler 
room and from all the window 
glazing and caulking when these 
were replaced. Most of the floor 
tiles are non-asbeston contain- 
ing. The glue daubs on the ad- 
hered acoustical ceilings were 
found not to contain asbestos. 

**25 foot ceilings” 

Actually the gym has the 
highest ceiling, and it’s 20 feet. 
What should one expect? It’s a 
gym! 

Absolutely appropriate for all 
kings of senior activities — exer- 
cise, dance, yoga, performances, 
etc. The rest of the ceilings are 
typically 9-10 feet. 

“$2,000,000 for boilers” 

I’'d love to see the detailed 
estimate for that one. You could 
probably heat all of North Wil- 
braham for $2,000,000. 

“Rehab cost of $14-$15 
million” 

Actually this is the key to the 
puzzle. We need the facts. The 
facts in this case would come 
from a detailed estimate. The 


Memorial School would make 


To the editor: 


I have followed the Senior 
Center developments for the past 
few years. There is an immediate 
need for a new location for our 
Senior Center. It is not fiscally re- 
sponsible to continue to pay rent 
to someone else when we have an 
enormous amount of town-owned 
property that is not utilized. Cur- 
rently the Senior Center and Park 
and Rec. Offices are in the YMCA 
at a combined cost of nearly 
$100,000 a year. 


While Memorial School is 
much too large to function only 
as a Senior Center, it is the perfect 
size to function as a Communi- 
ty Center. The renovation of the 
building could give the seniors the 
15,000 square feet they desire for 
their exclusive use, making sure 
they know how much we appre- 
ciate and value their need for this 
space. The remaining space could 
also house the Rec. offices and 
several other town departments. 
While the initial renovation cost 
is more, the long term savings and 


detailed estimate would come 
from a preliminary design and 
a detailed line-by-line cost esti- 
mate from design professionals 
and contractors. And we haven’t 
seen either the preliminary de- 
sign or the detailed estimate. 

Memorial School is approx- 
imately thrice the area need- 
ed for the senior center. If 2/3 
were demolished and 1/3 were 
rehabbed, the rehab cost would 
be accordingly reduced by 2/3. 
I'd be amazed if we couldn’t 
demolish 2/3 for $1 million and 
renovate 15,000 square feet for 
$300 per square foot at a total 
cost of $5.5 million. 

The site alone is head-and- 
shoulders preferable to the hol- 
low behind the storage build- 
ing behind the town hall. But 
a rehab design is not as easy 
as a new building design, and 
it seems there has yet been no 
serious attempt to try the rehab. 
The bottom line here is we need 
all the facts to make a rational 
decision 

So my hat is also off to Don 
Flannery for raising his voice in 
the press and at the town meet- 
ing. 


Roy Brown 
Wilbraham 


a great Community Center 


possible income would be dramat- 
ically more cost effective. It is not 
fiscally responsible to spend $9 
million to $10 million on a new 
single use building when we can 
spend $5 million more to renovate 
a building that could accomplish 
so much more. 

The gymnasium could be 
utilized for community theater, 
sporting events, banquets and 
many other things. The other 
classrooms could house adult edu- 
cation, individual exercise classes, 
and so much more. The commer- 


cial grade kitchen could be used to 
provide meal services for seniors, 
cooking classes for the communi- 
ty and catering space for events 
being conducted there. 

There are so many possibilities 
that a Community Center could 
provide! If you are interested in 
joining me in developing a plan 
to present to our selectmen please 
email me at tillberryaaron @ gmail. 
com. 


Aaron Tillberry 
Wilbraham 
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Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to 
tyler@turley.com. The dead- 
line for submissions is Friday 
at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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Carole Lynch, of Ridge Road in Wilbraham, is seeking 
the community’s help locating her lost cat Robbie. 
Robbie was last seen Sunday, June 14. Anyone with 
information is asked to call her at 413-335-5282. TIMES 
PHOTO SUBMITTED 


HCC Foundation awards 
scholarships 


HOLYOKE -— This spring, the HCC Foundation 
awarded nearly $210,000 in scholarships to 200 incom- 
ing, current and transferring HCC students and will set a 
record for the number of scholarships it distributes for the 
2020-2021 academic year, 233. 

Over the years, the HCC Foundation, the nonprofit 
fundraising arm of the college, has provided more than 
$3 million in student scholarships while also investing in 
classroom equipment and technology for select academic 
and student support programs. 

Among the scholarship recipients are Brittany Bride- 
au, of Hampden, and Elizabeth Busker, Veronica Machu- 
ca, Piper Smythe and Destyni Watkins, of Wilbraham. 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Protects from 
weather 

4. Superhigh 
frequency 

7. Southern 
constellation 

8. Swines 

10. Self-righteously 
moralistic person 

12. United Arab 
Emirates city 

13. Surinam toad 

14. Sign language 

16. Tattoo (slang) 

17. Makes level 

19. Sun up in New 
York 

20. It must be 
scratched 

21.Where people live 

25. Swiss river 

26. Buddy 

27. One of two 
equal parts of a 


divisible whole 
29. Shrek is one 
30. Egyptian unit of 
weight 
31. Fiddler crabs 
32. Carroll 
O’Connor’s TV 
wife 
39. No longer having 
life 
41. Former OSS 
42. A way to emit 
sound 
43. Mandela’s party 
44. Adult female 
chicken 
45. U. of Miami’s 
mascot 
46. Southeastern 
Chinese people 
48. Casino game 
49.Amos Alonzo __, score stat 
US football coach 19. Make a mistake 
90. Joint connecting 20. Not moving 
two pipes at right 22. Even distribution 


angles 
51. Will Ferrell film 
52. River in NE 
Scotland 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Occur 

2. show up 

3. Capital of Taiwan 

4. Former French 
coin 

5. Some are bad 

6. Monetary unit 

8. Package (abbr.) 

9. Indian religious 
person 

11. Crew 

14. Antidiuretic 
hormone 

15. Makeshift 

18. Baseball box 
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Governor issues proclamation marking Juneteenth 


BOSTON — Gov. Charlie Bak- 
er recently issued a proclamation 
declaring June 19, 2020 as “June- 
teenth Independence Day” in the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
Celebrated each year on June 19, 
Juneteenth commemorates the end 
of slavery in the United States, and 
is an opportunity to reflect on the 
need to continue working toward 
racial justice. 

‘‘Juneteenth is a chance for us all 
to reflect on this country’s painful 
history of slavery and the systemic 
impact that racial injustice contin- 
ues to have today,’ Baker said. “It 
is also an opportunity to recommit 
ourselves to the goal of creating a 
more equal and just society. As our 


country continues the national con- 
versation around racial injustice, it 
is especially important that we rec- 
ognize Juneteenth. I look forward 
to working with our legislative col- 
leagues to recognize this important 
day more widely going forward.” 

Juneteenth is recognized each 
year on June 19. On that day in 
1865, Major Gen. Gordon Granger 
and his Union troops landed in Gal- 
veston, Texas, and announced that 
the Civil War had ended. Gordon 
read a proclamation declaring that 
all enslaved people were free. The 
first Juneteenth was celebrated a 
year later in Texas and today 1s rec- 
ognized across the country to mark 
this important milestone. 


M.G.L. Chapter 6, Section 
ISBBBBB states, “The governor 
shall annually issue a proclamation 
setting apart the nineteenth of June 
as Juneteenth Independence Day, to 
be observed on the Sunday that is 
closest to June 19th of each year, in 
recognition of June 19, 1865 when 
Union General Gordon Granger an- 
nounced freedom for all slaves in 
the Southwestern United States and 
in recognition of the end of slavery 
in the United States as well as the 
significant contributions individuals 
of African descent have made to the 
Commonwealth and to the United 
States and recommending that said 
day be observed in an appropriate 
manner by the people.” 


Community Foundation delivers funds for COVID relief 


SPRINGFIELD — In its 10th 
round of grant funding for COVID-19 
relief, the Community Foundaiton of 
Western Massachusetts recently de- 
livered nearly $950,000 to local non- 
profits to address immediate needs in 
the community. The latest round of 
funding targets community centers, 
food security and education services. 

To date, the Community Founda- 
tion has awarded more than $4 mil- 
lion in grants to address the needs of 
nonprofits serving on the front lines 
of the COVID-19 crisis. 

Nonprofits that received grants in 
this round will use the funds for PPE 
and related supplies; food; commu- 
nity outreach and health education; 
trauma/recovery support for front- 
line workers and those impacted 
by COVID-19; stress-reduction re- 
sources; and basic needs. Among the 


of weight 
. Clumsy person 
. Paddle 
. Worked the soil 
28. Alias 
29. Plant cultivated 
in Peru 
. Side-blotched 
lizards genus 
. Wild dog 


. Immoral act 
. Pound Meet STORM - 
. Manning and Lilly Our Newest 


are two 
. Put on the shelf 
for now 
. Baltimore 
ballplayer 
. Cuddle 
. Dashes 
. Related on the 
mother’s side 
44. Witch 
47. Kilogram force 
(abbr.) 
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Team Member! 


29 Western Massachusetts nonprof- 
its that received grants are Catholic 
Charities Agency of the Diocese of 
Springfield, Enlace de Familias de 
Holyoke/Holyoke Family Network, 
Gandara Mental Health Center, 
Greater Springfield Senior Services 
Inc., Holyoke Community College 
Foundation, Multicultural Commu- 
nity Services of the Pioneer Valley, 
Springfield Rescue Mission, Spring- 
field Technical Community College 
Foundation, and the Trauma Institute 
& Child Trauma Institute. 

The Response Fund has raised 
$6.3 million from 630 donors, in- 
cluding foundations, businesses 
and individuals, and has received 
resources from the statewide Mas- 
sachusetts COVID-19 Relief Fund, 
which has provided $2.8 million in 
funding to support the Community 
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cannot be combined with other 


coupon offers 
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Auto 
Sales & Service 


WE'RE STILL 
OPEN! 





Aute Repair 


Foundation’s response to the pan- 
demic crisis in the region. 

The Community Foundation is 
requesting applications from lo- 
cal nonprofits for its continued 
grant-making in the coming weeks 
and months. Organizations seek- 
ing grants for resources due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic are encouraged 
to complete a short online applica- 
tion on the Community Foundation 
website at http://communityfoun- 
dation.org/request-for-information/. 
New grants are awarded every week. 

The Community Foundation wel- 
comes additional donations to the 
COVID-19 Response Fund for the 
Pioneer Valley. All donations go to 
community needs. Gifts can be made 
online at www.communityfounda- 
tion.org/covid19. 


LUBE - OIL - FILTER 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 
oil filter, 21 point check, top off all fluids. 
Up to 5 quarts of oil. 
©) 5 Excludes 
diesel & 

synthetic 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 

Supersedes all other coupons 

Expires 6/30/20 T 


$10 OFF 


any service over $150 


$20 OFF 


any service over $250 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 6/30/20 T 


EXHAUST SPECIAL 


10” OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 6/30/20 T 


eT 


WHEEL . 
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..Where every 4th Oil Change Is ALIGNMENT CHECK ! 
I 


$69°° 


INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 

Expires 6/30/20 T 


(Up to $50/Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 
e FREE Towing during working hours 
(to Jackson’s for repair within 15 mile radius) 
¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles ¢« Snow Tire Changeover 
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5 Star Authorized 

Registered State 

Emissions Repair 
Facility #RPOO8269 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 


413-289-1016 « 800-662-1016 


TEMPORARY HOURS: MON-FRI 8-4 





ACCREDITED 
BUSINESS 
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B OBITUARIES 





Death 
Notices 


Auchter, Evelyn C. 

Died June 17, 2020 

Wilbraham Funeral 
Home 


Farrington, William J. 
Died June 11, 2020 
Wilbraham Funeral 

Home 


Shaban, Dmytro, Jr. 
Died June 14, 2020 
Services will be private 
Wilbraham Funeral 
Home 


Szumiel, Joan A. 
Died June 13, 2020 
Funeral services were 
private 
Nowak Funeral & 
Cremation Center 


Our advertisers 
make this 
publication possible. 


Let them know 
you saw their ad in the 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times 





Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 





Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 





Dmytro Shaban, Jr. 
(1925-2020) 


Dmytro “D” Shaban ~* \ 
Jr, 94, passed away -—— 
peacefully on Sunday, « 
June 14, 2020 at Vero 
Health and Rehab of 
South Hadley. Born in 
Chicopee to the late Dm- 
ytro and Rose (Woron- 
ka) Shaban of Shaban ¢ 
Nurseries, he served 
his country proudly as 
an Aviation Cadet for the Army 
Air Corps during World War II. 
D worked as a real estate agent 
for several years and also as a 
salesman for Reminder Publi- 
cations for many years. He was 
a traveler worldwide with his 
beloved wife Cynthia. D was a 
huge Red Sox fan and avid gar- 
dener. He had a loving and char- 
itable nature and was known 
affectionately in his communi- 
ty as the “Candy Man.” D was 
predeceased by his wife Cynthia 


Joan A. Szumiel 
(1929-2020) 


Joan Anna Szumiel, 90, 
passed away at her home in 
Wilbraham on June 13, 
2020. Born in Wilbra- 
ham (1929) to Anna 
Panachyda and Alexan- 
der Workum, she was 
the second youngest of 
14 children. She was 
predeceased by sibling 
Theodore, Mitchell, 
Mary Jarosz, Walter, 
Sophie Kogut, Anna 
Urban, Olga, Stella 
Kowalski, Josephine Wnuk, 
John, Joseph and Helen Kaw- 
chak. She is survived by her sis- 
ter Phyllis Sakowski, niece and 
special friend Jean Kogut Krol, 
and many nieces and their ex- 
tended families. 

She was a lifelong commu- 
nicant of Immaculate Concep- 
tion Church in Indian Orchard 
where she was a member of the 
Rosary Sodality. Joan attend- 
ed the Pines School in Wilbra- 
ham and Trade High School in 
Springfield where she played on 
the girls’ basketball team. She 
retired from Smith & Wesson in 
1991. 

Joan was married for 49 
years to her beloved husband 
John Anthony Szumiel who 
passed away in 1998. 

The best Mom, Grandma 
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‘ “<_ (Hammond) Shaban in 
_. 2003. He will be sad- 
‘— ly missed by his three 
#,. sons; Scott Shaban 
= of Boston, Nirbhao 
‘a Singh Khalsa of New 
Mexico and_ Brian 
Shaban of — Brain- 
tree along with his 
daughter Samantha 
Shaban of Ware, two 
step daughters; Elizabeth Cur- 
tin-Glover of Florida and Cath- 
erine Rotella of Connecticut 
and five grandchildren. Services 
will be private. Wilbraham Fu- 
neral Home, 2551 Boston Road, 
Wilbraham is in charge of the 
arrangements. Memorial contri- 
butions may be made to the Ar- 
bor Day Foundation, 211 North 
12th St., Lincoln, NE 68508 or 
the Dementia Society of Amer- 
ica, PO Box 600, Doylestown, 
PA 18901. 


and Nana, she was kind and 
thoughtful and never missed 
acknowledging holi- 
days and special oc- 
casions. She was a 
great cook and baker 
and for many years 
her favorite reading 
~ materials were “Bon 
| Appetite” and “Taste 
of Home.” She was 
especially — excited 
when she got to meet 
Emeril Lagasse and 
have his cookbook autographed. 
Joan enjoyed her lobster fest 
birthday parties and celebrated 
until she was 90. 

She leaves her daughters 
Christine Johnson and husband 
Kenneth and Dianne Wolski 
and her husband David, grand- 
daughter Corrine Wolski, grand- 
son Kevin Wolski and his wife 
Sarah, and great grandson Rhys 
Anthony Wolski. 

Per her wishes funeral ser- 
vices were private. Nowak Fu- 
neral & Cremation Services 
entrusted with arrangements. 
Memorial gifts in her memo- 
ry may be sent to the Domini- 
can Nuns, 1430 Riverdale St. 
West Springfield, MA 01089 
or Friends of Wilbraham Senior 
Building Fund, 45B Post Office 
Park, Wilbraham, MA 01095. 


The Library Loft 
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We are celebrating our 


20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wondertul “friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 


Tues. 10am- 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm Thurs. 10am - 4pm 


Hours: 


Fri. 1Oam-4pm * Sat. 10am - 4pm 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 


Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 
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Wilbraham Middle School 
Eighth Grade Class of 2020 


Makayla Acevedo 
Afia Acquah 
Mya Adler 
Elijah Arel 
Ryan Atkin 
Caitlyn Barnes 
Anissa Barnes 
Alexander Barthelette 
Jonathan Bar- 
ton-Cimino 
Jack Basch 
Nathanial Belliveau 
Alexander Bernat 
Michael Bigda 
Kayla Black 
Ian Bonsant 
Jacob Bottass 
Norah Bottum 
Ian Boutin 
Alaina Brathwaite 
Kelsey Brennan 
Aren Brubach 
Rose Caltabiano 
Christopher Capen 
Lindsay Carra 
Austin Carreira 
Evan Cassady 
Serina Chan 
Lillian Christensen 
Christina Clark 
Jayla Comes 
Morgan Conchinha 
Ava Connors 
Benjamin Cooney 
David Cordova 
Sophia Crooks 
Angelina Crooks 
Gianna Daniele 
Siena Dansereau 
Abigail Dean 
Samuel Dean 
Jackson Derosia 
Jaden Desmarais 
Jacob Diaz 
Sofia DiGrande 
Lilliana DiGrande 
Nicolas Disa 
Mackenna Donahue 
Rylie Drake 
Keegan Duke 
Danielle Dulude 
Norah Dumala 
Amy Dunklee 
Noah Dunn 
Madison Duperre 
Lilly Duquette 
Ryan Eldridge 
Christian Erskine 
Emily Esteves 
Bianca Facchetti 
Madison Faneuff 
John Finnegan 
Dermott Fitzgerald 
John Fitzgerald 
Annabella Foster 
Evan Foulis 
Jacob Fournier 
Robin Frade- 
ra-O’ Toole 
Mia Fraga 
Joseph Fusco 
Isabella Gahres 


David Gayton 
Austin Gentile 
Aedan Gierlich 
Owen Goldberg 
Kaden Gordon 
Jacob Gordon 
Julianna Gorman 
Sophia Gravanda 
Matthew Grossi 
Gavin Grout 
Abyssinia Haile 
Timothy Harrigan 
Victoria Harrington 
Andrew Harris 
Eva Harris 
Jonathan Harris 
Jocelyn Harris 
Chase Harrison 
Sydnee Hartin 
Paige Hebert 
Mary Heinold 
Mia Hickson 
Elliott Humphries 
Lylah Jeannotte 
Dakota Joseph 
Jocelyn Jusino 
James Jutz 
Lauren Kasper 
Maurice Kearney 
Jonas Kefalas 
Owen Kiernan 
Kayleigh Kinsman 
Jake Klakotskiy 
Theodore Klostri 
Mia Korzec 
Lindsay Labadorf 
Evelyn Labbe 
Hunter LaDouceur 
Damon Lafreniere 
Ryan Lague 
Alyssa LaMontagne 
Aidan Lang 
Benjamin Langone 
Rory Lavelle 
Madison Leary 
Jessica Leary 
Thomas Leckey 
Olivia Lee 

Gavin Lee 
Sawyer Lisowski 
Julia Long 
Samantha Long 
Carley Long 
Taylah Lopez 
Jake Lowe 

Anna Lucarelle 
Haylie MacBrian 
Grace Maloni 
Diella Martell 
Joel Matthews 
Josiah Matthews 
Jonathan Maurer 
Alexander Maurer 
Avra Mayuski 
Brendan McDonald 
Izabella Mendez 
Nathan Moraru 
Sean Murphy 

Ava Murray 
Trinity Mutti 
Matthew Nordstrom 
Shawn Nordstrom 


Nicholas Norval 
John O’Connor 
Kate O’Connor 
Matthew O’ Keefe 
Adison Oliveras 
Owen Ordynowicz 
Caitlyn Osmani 
Edward Owens 
Abigail Pastore 
Veera Patel 
Vyan Patel 
Nicolas Patrakis 
Allison Patrick 
Madeline Patterson 
Trey Pavoni 
Jenna Pitts 
Claire Poindexter 
Ann Marie Prairie 
Erika Przezdziecki 
Noah Randall 
Kylie Ray 
Jayme Ray 
Dylan Rief 
Jonah Rost 
Cameron Roy 
Michael Roy 
Olivia Rucki 
Daniel Ryzewicz 
Jonas Saabye 
Gabriella Salvador 
Olivia Salvi 
Jahzyra Santia- 
go-Daniels 
Ashley Santos 
Jessica Santos 
Chad Santos 
Jenna Scatolini 
Derek Semanie 
Aiden Sergienko 
Georgia Serra 
Ava Sheehan 
Cecilia Sheehan 
Ainsley Sheehan 
Bernard Shevlin 
Brenna Slattery 
Alexander Sleeper 
Zachary Smith 
Lilian Smith 
Carl Socha 
Jordan Stewart 
Saje Stewart 
Kyla Stickney 
Lucas Stogner 
Jack Strauss 
Jack Straut 
Andrew Szpakowski 
Gabriel Tassinari 
Jack Tassinari 
Cassidy Trask 
Ava Trolio 
John Tzoumas 
Katherine Tzoumas 
Zachary Vigneault 
Grace Webster 
Christopher Wilson 
Benjamin Wilson 
Ailsa Wilson 
Alyssa Woodward 
Mary Woytowicz 
Katja Wurm 
Lily Young 


Aympathy Ploral Anangements 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. 


Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family 
Benches “ Statues “ Monuments “* Custom Design Work 
Plot Maintenance “ Bronze Plaques “* Cleaning “ Markers “ Vases 
On-Site Lettering “ Restorations “* Cemetery Signage “ Granite Signs 


For more lan einiari a Call 2064-43430 ext. 100 


= 


201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 “ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com 
ue Proceeds To Al Te nea atinite Library 


413-589-7564 Office * 413-589-7588 Fax “ 413-531-5360 
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Some cars featured specially made banners congratulating their middle school 


graduates. TIMES STAFF PHOTOS BY TYLER S. WITKOP 
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A Wilbraham Middle School eighth-grader waves to his 
teachers from the sunroof of the _ vehicle. 





Wilbraham Middle School teachers hold signs and cheer 
on their eighth grade students as they arrive on campus 


June 17 for a reverse parade step-up ceremony. 


a ~ Sa Beer ee 
: 26 a 





Bi 2s: 


= PS. 
. ‘i. h. >, 
. on As Ne 
-_ <a 
™ . 















~ * 





BANUR ‘ 


FAL CRESS 
: boxed Ua ted 


Some vehicles, like this one containing eighth-grader 
Bianca Facchetti, were elaborately decorated to 
celebrate their move to high school. 


Serenity 
Greenwood, 
Wilbraham 
Middle School 
assistant 
principal, 
announces the 
names of arriving 
students so staff 
can cheer them 
along a parade 
route on campus. 
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WMS eighth-grader Norah Bottum (left) receives a Certificate of Appreciation from 


Principal Tom Mazza, signifying her move to Minnechaug a part of the Class of 2024. 





Principal Tom Mazza (left) delivers a Certificate of . 
Appreciation to Thomas Leckey, signifying his move to 
high school. 





Alexander Bernat (left) receives his certificate from 
Principal Tom Mazza July 17, signifying the completion 
of middle school. 


Eighth Grade 
Awards 


ELA: Lylah Jeannotte, Abyssinia Haile 
Math: Ben Langone, Siena Dansereau 
Science: Norah Dumala, Sawyer Lisowski 
Social Studies: Ben Wilson, Katja Wurm 
Spanish: Evelyn Labbe, Siena Dansereau 
Art: Olivia Rucki 
Health: Kylie Ray 
Chorus: Ava Connors 
Band: Jonah Rost 
PE: Jayla Comes 
Fit-4-Life: Ben Cooney 
Info Tech: Chad Santos, Danielle Dulude 
Math Strat.: lan Boutin 
Reading: Sophia Gravanda 
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PARADE from page 1 


Greenwood met the cars, directed them to the route and 
called out their names to the waiting teachers and staff 
via a megaphone. 

Greenwood said it is traditional for the school to cel- 
ebrate the students with an end-of-year celebration and 
this year, with the COVID-19 pandemic placing limita- 
tions on such events, with the PTO and eighth grade rep- 
resentatives, the school brainstormed the safest ways to 
do such a celebration. 

“We had done a parade around town months ago so 
we thought, ‘how about have them come to us for a re- 
verse parade?’ Greenwood said. 

She said the PTO and Michelle Patrick were huge for 
making the event a success, as they purchased goodie 
bags, water bottles and balloons for the students, while 
the school supplied special T-shirts and face masks. 

A large number of the school’s staff were on hand for 
the ceremony, with lines of teachers posted at various 
points around the school, waving banners and cheering 
their students. Behind the building, special signs com- 
memorating each one of the eighth grade student award 
winners were on display. At the end, they received their 
special bags, their certificate and a photo with Mr. Mazza. 

Some students, as they left, stopped for selfies with 
their favorite teachers — all wearing face masks. One spe- 
cial award, however, couldn’t simply be handed through 
a car window. With his mother’s permission, Mazza 
asked and helped student Jack Strauss out of the car to 
properly present him with the special, “Mayor of WMS” 
award with teacher Peter Fitzgerald. 

As evidence to Jack’s mayor-like presence, his vehi- 
cle stopped at every teacher along the route. 





L. a 4 lng vralaly ating 
rade 


Award Winners) 


! 


Behind the school, signs congratulating the eighth grade 
award winners were on display. 
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Members of the Above the Influence Club handed out care packages 
to Minnechaug seniors May 28, when they returned their books and 









received caps and gowns. The Above the Influence and Teens Helping 
Teens clubs gave seniors class blankets, bracelets and gift cards to local 
businesses. From left are Jay Dalessio, faculty adviser; Jingli Chen and 
Dominque LaBranche. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. WITKOP 
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The staff of Soule Road School enthusiastically celebrates their former students May 28. TIMES PHOTO 
BY DAVID MILES 
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show they care for seniors 


Give send-off to the 
Class of 2020 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM -— One fact is certain, 
2020 is a year that will never be forgotten. 
From teachers to students and the 





Class of 2020 faculty advisers Teresa Benedetti (left) Brian Newell cheered on their 


world at large, everyone will remember 
2020 as much for what couldn’t take place 
as for the events that did, the result of a 
global pandemic unleashed by a novel 
coronavirus. In Hampden and Wilbraham, 
particularly for Minnechaug Regional 
High School seniors, that meant a great 
deal of the scheduled and anticipated ac- 
tivities including prom, High Meadows, 
senior breakfast, graduation and the Ulti- 
mate Party. 


1 | 


students May 28 and informed them of other plans for the class, like a graduation 
parade the following evening. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. WITKOP 


But on May 28, teachers, staff and 
administrators throughout the Hamp- 
den-Wilbraham Regional School District 
gathered at the Minnechaug campus to 
give the Class of 2020 more than a con- 
gratulatory message. They gathered to 
celebrate their successes with special gifts 
and a procession of teachers lined through 
the school’s parking lot, cheering on the 
class one-by-one as they returned books 
and received their caps and gowns. 


TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. WITKOP 


“The idea came from Angie Rice, 
a math teacher here at Minnechaug,” 
Principal Stephen Hale said. “She said, 
‘wouldn’t it be cool if all the teachers 
came out and cheered them on?” 

Typically, celebrations of the senior 
class involve the high school and district 
office. With the idea in place, Hale and the 
district coordinated the send-off and made 


Please see SENIORS, page 10 
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Teachers Becky Lewis (left) and Damion Pisacane cheer on their former students from come parents of seniors drove their students to the high school to return books, 


Thornton W. Burgess Middle School May 28 at Minnechaug. Teachers and staff from all receive some special gifts and be celebrated by their teachers from each school. TIMES 


of the district’s schools gathered to celebrate the graduation and future plans of their PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 


students in the rear parking lot of the high school. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 
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Teachers and staff from all of the schools in the 
Hampden-Wilbraham Regional School District line 





the rear parking lot to cheer their students. Before 

each student car drove through, their name and post- Reece a 
graduation plans were announced. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY 

TYLER S. WITKOP 


Vehicles like that of 
teacher Sherri Dungan 
showed their support and 
excitement for their former 
students as they move 

on from the Hampden- 
Wilbraham Regional 
School District. 

TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 
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Minnechaug Athletic Director Michael Roy returns gym 
clothes to senior Brian Douglass. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY 





Cars of teachers and staff line up along the west end of 
the Minnechaug campus. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. 





Above the Influence Club 
member Jingli Chen hands 
a care package containing 

a Class blanket, bracelet 
and gift cards to senior 
Victoria Dias. 

TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY 
TYLER S. WITKOP 
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Teachers gather at the rear of the high school to 
celebrate the Class of 2020. The procession started from 
the west side of the building and worked its way through 


the length of the rear parking lot. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY 


TYLER S. WITKOP 


SENIORS from page 8 


sure to follow all public safety protocols 
including wearing face coverings and 
maintaining physical distancing. 

“It’s good to see school pride,” Hale 
said. 

Teachers from Green Meadows, Mile 
Tree, Stony Hill, Soule Road, Wilbraham 
Middle and Minnechaug formed a line 
stretching from the west side of the build- 
ing through the entire length of parking 
lot at the rear (north side) of the building. 
Even those from the now closed Thorn- 
ton W. Burgess Middle School in Hamp- 
den gathered for the occasion. Teachers 
and support staff, principals and district 
administrators — current and retired — 
decorated cars, made signs and cheered 
wildly as each Minnechaug senior drove 
through the parking lot one at a time 
from about 11 a.m. until after 5 p.m. 

When each car with a senior arrived 
on campus, they were directed toward 
the main entrance of the building where 
they received a sign identifying the senior 
or seniors present in the vehicle. From 


there they returned any books or school 
property and received special gifts and 
instructions. When they drove around 
to the rear of the building they received 
thunderous applause from the teachers as 
each student’s name was read off along 
with their college or career plans. 

At the front of the building, various 
tables were set up with gifts or materials. 
Athletic Director Michael Roy had the 
task of giving the students perhaps their 
least favorite: gym clothes left in their 
lockers, sealed in black plastic bags. 

Student Council members received 
some special, wrapped gifts. National 
Honor Society students earned a special, 
plush falcon with NHS regalia. And all 
seniors received a special care package 
courtesy of the school’s Above the Influ- 
ence and Teens Helping Teens clubs. 

The care packages contained a Class 
of 2020 blanket, bracelet and an enve- 
lope full of gift cards to local businesses, 
as a Special gift to support the class and 
the community. 

Gift cards were to community staples 
in the two towns including Rice Fruit 


MINNECHAUS 
NHS 2020 ¥ 


- 


Members of the National Honors Society received a special Class of 2020 falcon as a 





gift for their accomplishments. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. WITKOP 
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Senior members of the Minnechaug Student Council 
received a special wrapped gift for their service and 
successes. [MES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. WITKOP 
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Farm, Village Store & Cafe, Gio’s Pizze- 
ria, Mountain View, Reid’s Corner, The 
Scented Garden and Wings Over Spring- 
field. Each card was for a small dollar 
amount, which the clubs felt would act 
as a nice gesture for the students and en- 
courage support of the community busi- 
nesses that support them. 

Kristen Miracle, faculty adviser for 
Teens Helping Teens, said normally her 
club focuses their work on teens in oth- 
er communities, but the two service-ori- 
ented clubs thought, “Why not help our 
own teens? We wanted to give them 
something they could keep and take with 
them.” 

ATI member Dominique LaBranche 
said she felt inspired to give back be- 
cause a common message she was hear- 
ing was that it was lucky she wasn’t a 
senior this year. 

“T’d be devastated,” she said if it were 
her senior year. “We wanted to recognize 
[the seniors] worked so hard for four 
years.” 
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The truck of Stony Hill School teacher Lee Lyon was easy 
for students to spot, adorned with plush lions. TIMES STAFF 
PHOTO BY TYLER S. WITKOP 
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The Minnechaug Falcon, observing the 
public health guidelines by wearing 

a face covering, poses with Addie 
Derosia May 28. They joined district 
teachers, staff and administrators at the 
Minnechaug campus to celebrate the 
accomplishments of the Class of 2020. 
TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. WITKOP 
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Minnechaug senior Joshua Crombie prepares to drive through the line of teachers 
gathered at the high school May 28. TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 


folk|A 
ielalnis[tlaleleleltolw 
pono Goo Onno 


E 
felis 
s/o. 





June 25, 2020 





A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


Chaug boys lacrosse wanted shot at Lancers 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


WILBRAHAM - Every year, 
it comes down to Minnechaug 
Regional and Longmeadow in 
the Western Massachusetts Divi- 
sion 2 tournament. Falcons boys 
lacrosse has continued to try and 
take down the Lancers each year, 
succeeding a couple of times in 
the regular season, but not yet in 
the playoffs as they sought once 
again to do in 2020. 

Coach Kyle Cloutier recog- 
nized the six seniors who would 
have had the challenge of leading 
the team into battle this season 

Alex Henry is heading for 
Western New England right next 
door in Springfield. 

“The sky is the limit for him 
as he is set to continue his career 
as a Golden Bear at WNEU,” 
said Cloutier. “I am so excited to 
watch the next step in his career.” 

Tyler Walsh was described a 
team guy by Cloutier and an ex- 
cellent student. 

Mack Hicken made improve- 
ments over the course of the last 
few years and will head to play at 
St. Anslem University. 

Ray Fitzgerald is under the 
United States Coast Guard. 

“Ray was a pleasure to coach 
and be around,’ said Cloutier. 
“He was a team first guy, always. 
As a coach that is what you want 
in your athletes. Ray’s work eth- 
ic are going to serve him well.” 

Mike Talaia was a three-sport 
athlete, and was able to take to 
lacrosse in his second year. 

“Mike joined our program for 
the first time as a sophomore af- 
ter switching from baseball and 
made an immediate impact,” said 
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File photos 


Mike Talaia works for a goal during action last season. 





Cloutier. “That speaks volumes 
to Mike’s athletic ability and 
work ethic.” 

Dan Strand was a selfless 
teammate and simply wanted to 
contribute. 

“He wanted to help the team 
succeed,’ said Cloutier. “And 
that was his main goal. Watch- 


NECBL alums drafted 
by MLB teams 


NORTH ADAMS - Despite 
the 2020 Major League Baseball 
First-Year Player Draft being 
shortened to five rounds due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
New England Collegiate Base- 
ball League (NECBL) saw eight 
of its alumni selected during the 
two-day event followed by near- 
ly 20 others inking free agent 
contracts in the days that fol- 
lowed. 

The Newport Gulls boasted 
five of the eight NECBL alumni 
who had their name called over 
the course of the draft, including 
2019 outfielder Hudson Haskin 
(Tulane) going 39th overall in 
the second round. Meanwhile, 
Jared Schuster (Wake Forest), 
who played in the New England 
League in 2018 with the New 
Bedford Bay Sox, kept the NEC- 
BL’s strong reputation of first- 
round selections intact after be- 
ing picked by the Atlanta Braves 
with the 25th overall pick; the 
southpaw is the 29th all-time 


NECBL alumnus to earn a first- 
round draft curtain call. 

In addition to Newport’s five 
draft selections, as well as New 
Bedford’s representation through 
Schuster, NECBL organizations 
Upper Valley and Vermont also 
had one alumnus drafted each, as 
the Nighthawks saw 2018 right- 
hander Levi Thomas (Troy) go in 
the fourth round (109th overall) 
to the San Diego Padres, while 
the Mountaineers’ 2019 NECBL 
All-Star, righty Ryan Murphy 
(Le Moyne), went in the fifth 
round (144th overall). 

At the conclusion of the draft, 
another 17 NECBL alumni span- 
ning each of the last three sea- 
sons signed free agent contracts 
with a variety of MLB franchis- 
es. In total, nine of the league’s 
13 active organizations from the 
2019 campaign had at least one 
alumnus either drafted or sign as 
a free agent highlighted by the 


Please see MLB, page 9 


ing him develop as a player and 
person over the years, has been a 
pleasure to watch.” 

Cloutier said he is going miss 
his senior class. He said they 
succeeded in the classroom as 
well as on the field. 

“They excelled in the class- 
room,’ said Cloutier. “They act- 
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ed as role models in our school 


community and they gave their 
time and efforts to helping with 
our youth lacrosse program. I can 
only hope that these six young 
men look back on their time in 
our program half as fondly as 
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will remember my time coach- 
ing them. This is a tremendous 
group of young men that I can- 
not wait to watch attack the next 
step of their lives, as that varies 
for each one of them.” 


TMC postpones MaxPreps use this fall 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — With COVID-19 
completely cancelling out the 
Spring 2020 season for all high 
school sports, there has been 
little opportunity to  contin- 
ue working at integrating new 
changes set for the upcoming 
school year and next. 

One of those changes has 
been postponed for the upcom- 
ing fall season 

In late February, the Massa- 
chusetts Interscholastic Athletic 
Association’s member schools 
voted to go to a statewide tour- 
nament. The majority vote took 
place Feb. 28 and uprooted a 
tournament Western Massa- 
chusetts was used to having for 
many years. 

Further, the “Walker” sys- 
tem, a ranking system formu- 
la utilized in Western Mass. 
as well as some Central Mass. 
sports, was scrapped in favor 
of MaxPreps, a CBS-sponsored 
website that tracks schedules, 


rosters, results and _ playing 
statistics. MaxPreps also has 
a proprietary rankings system 
that would have been utilized to 
determine playoff seeds for the 
new state tournament. 

Many have questioned 
whether or not the system was 
fair, especially considering the 
diversity of the schools in West- 
ern Mass., the main reasons the 
Walker system was created. 

Now, the MIAA’s Tourna- 
ment Management Committee 
has voted to postpone the use 
of the MaxPreps ranking sys- 
tem for at least the 2020 fall 
season. As a result, Western 
and some Central Mass. sports 
will utilize the Walker system 
to rank teams for sectional tour- 
naments. Eastern Mass. schools 
typically rank by overall record 
with tiebreakers for similar re- 
cords. 

The MaxPreps site will still 
be used to input scores for the 
entire school year and then 
MaxPreps will be used for all 
aspects of the tournament as the 


statewide tournament is set to 
begin in the 2021-2022 school 
year. 

There was a movement at 
the TMC’s June 18 online meet- 
ing not to use MaxPreps for the 
entire school year, but that mo- 
tion was defeated. The body, 
which had 12 members present, 
voted unanimously to postpone 
it for just the fall. 

The fall season was not in 
question when the coronavirus 
pandemic first started in March. 
But as the situation developed, 
upcoming seasons has come 
into question because of the 
extended need to control large 
gatherings, the continued need 
for masks, and the idea that life 
cannot truly return to normal 
until a vaccine is created. That 
could take until sometime next 
year. 

The use of MaxPreps as a 
unifying system is reliant on the 
coaches and athletic directors 
making sure scores and statis- 


Please see TMC, page 9 
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This week in recreation 


By Connor Duquette, 
Program Coordinator 
Wilbraham Parks and Recreation 
Department 


Summer is here and the weath- 
er has been great recently. With 
COVID-19 numbers currently de- 
clining, we are going to be able to 
start offering more and more pro- 
grams. In the meantime, be sure to 
check out the Spec Pond Beach, 
open now from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
daily. Season passes are available 
for residents and non-residents 
while daily passes are available 
for Wilbraham residents only. All 
passes will need to be purchased 
this year on our website, Wilbra- 
hamRec.com. 

We recently spent a whole day 
in the pond cleaning up weeds and 
other debris from the swimming 
area. The beach has never looked 
so clean. Our goal is always to 


provide the best experience for 
our patrons. 

It has been tough without 
sports lately, but some good news 
is that practices are now allowed 
to run with modifications and re- 
strictions. It is a sight for sore eyes 
to see players take the field and 
practice the sports that they love. 

Our very first season of 
E-Sports has come to a close. 
Wilbraham Parks and Recreation 
couldn’t be happier with how 
things turned out running our first 
attempt at this new wave type of 
programming. We were able to 
successfully run tournaments for 
MLB-The Show 2020, Madden 
2020, and Rocket League. Thank 
you to everyone who participated 
and we cannot wait to see where 
E-Sports programs will take us in 
the future. 

Now we are going to put 
E-Sports to the side to make way 


for some amazing programs that 
we have been working on. We 
hope to bring our community back 
together after spending so much 
time apart, so be on the lookout for 
our new social distance program- 
ming. If you have any programs 
or activities that you would like 
to see us run, send me an email 
at cduquette @ wilbraham-ma. 
gov, and we can try and turn those 
ideas into a reality. 


Notes: Registration started 
online June 16 for the first two 
sessions of our Spec Summer 
Camp. Falcon Youth Football reg- 
istration is available online only. 
With things still being so uncer- 
tain, when you register your child 
they will be placed on a wait-list 
with no cost until more details are 
available. Visit WilbrahamRec. 
com for more information on these 
programs and to register. 





Academy announces re-opening plans 


WILBRAHAM -—- Wilbraham 
& Monson Academy recently an- 
nounced its plans to re-open in per- 
son for the 217th academic year of 
the Academy. 

In a letter to families, Head of 
School Brian P. Easler outlined the 
Academy’s plans, recognizing that 
circumstances may change and 
WMA will continue to make adjust- 
ments as needed. 

“We are confident and excited to 
welcome all of our students back to 
campus for the coming school year,” 
said Easler. “After months of plan- 
ning and developing contingencies 
for various scenarios, we believe that 
the 217th academic year of Wilbra- 
ham & Monson Academy will be as 
transformational as our families and 
alumni have come to expect, and we 
look forward to seeing our students 


back on our lovely campus where 
they belong.” 

WMA 1s also planning for a nor- 
mal athletic and activity year. In co- 
ordination with its peer schools, the 
Academy has organized a full inter- 
scholastic schedule for the fall and 
scheduling for the winter season is 
in process. Recognizing that disrup- 
tions may be possible, WMA has a 
full contingent of possible program 
alterations and alternatives should 
conditions and restrictions change. 

A significant change to the ac- 
ademic calendar will be a planned 
three full weeks of online learning in 
between the fall and winter holiday 
breaks (Dec. 2-18). This will reduce 
the risk of viral spread resulting from 
travel or family vacations and will 
add a layer of protection for students, 
their families and staff. 


@ ON THE SHELF 
Funny book recommendations to unwind 


By Mary Bell, 
Assistant Director 
Wilbraham 
Public Library 


In any stressful time, 
finding the motivation to 
read can be tough. One 
of the ways I’ve managed 
is by reading some short, 
funny books and listening 
to audiobooks. Here are 
some recommendations for humor- 
ous reads that you can read or listen 
to through the library’s collection 
on Overdrive (https://cwmars.over- 
drive.com/). 

“Bossypants” is a laugh-out-loud 
funny memoir by actor and comedi- 
an Tiny Fey, whom you may remem- 
ber for impersonating Sarah Palin on 
“Saturday Night Live.” Listening to 
the audio read by the author 1s a great 
way to experience the comedic tim- 
ing, and if you like that also check 
out “Yes Please,” by Amy Poehler. 

“Dear Committee Members” 
by Julie Schumacher sends up aca- 
demia. Professor Jason Fitger writes 
increasingly revealing recommen- 





dation letters to colleagues, 
in which he attempts to rec- 
ommend a talented student 
while also bemoaning the 
construction work in the 
Economics Department and 
dealing with cuts to the En- 
glish Department. 

David Sedaris’s essays 
are a go-to for humor afi- 
cionados, and he is another 
author who’s great to expe- 
rience in audio. If you’re already a 
fan, check out his diary titled “Theft 
by Finding,” in which he records ob- 
servations over the years that have 
become source material for his work. 

Elinor Lipman’s essay collection, 
“T Can’t Complain,’ is funny and 
poignant, touching on family, writ- 
ing, love, marriage and widowhood. 
She’s also written several roman- 
tic comedies set in Massachusetts: 
I would recommend starting with 
“The Inn from Lake Devine.” If you 
want to skip the holds list, some of 
her titles are also available through 
Hoopla. 

What are the books you read for 
a laugh? Let me know what you’re 
reading by contacting me at mbell@ 


Among other precautionary 
plans, social distancing, mask-wear- 
ing and hand washing will continue 
to be the most essential steps to mit- 
igate the risk of infection and spread 
of COVID-19. WMA will also be 
testing all boarding students upon ar- 
rival to campus and students, faculty 
and staff will be tested on a regular 
basis. Additionally, the Academy 
will have spaces to quarantine and 
isolate members of the community 
if necessary. Each classroom, office 
and dorm room will be equipped 
with air purifiers, cleaning opera- 
tions will be enhanced and plans for 
socially-distanced classroom spaces 
are already underway. 

To read the full communication 
of current reopening plans, visit 
www.wma.us/backtoschool. 


Tina Fey 


o3 


wilbrahamlibrary.org. If you have 
any questions about accessing Over- 
drive or Hoopla, email the library 
at reference @ wilbrahamlibrary. 
org and we’ll be happy to walk you 
through the process. 
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T-Birds celebrated 
srowth during 
2019-2020 season 


SPRINGFIELD — Today, the American Hockey 
League announced that the Springfield Thunderbirds 
have been named the league’s Ticket Sales Depart- 
ment of the Year and also recognized the franchise for 
achieving 15% growth in group ticket revenue for the 
2019-2020 season. 

“We are truly proud to receive this award from the 
AHL. Ticket sales growth is only possible through the 
hard work of our sales team and the commitment of 
our fan base. I want to express my heartfelt thanks to 
our staff and our community for continuing to support 
us through this season and beyond,” said Nathan Costa, 
President of the Thunderbirds. 

The T-Bird’s fourth season saw a continued upward 
trajectory for the franchise, which is a product of the 
team’s ongoing commitment to fan and community en- 
gagement. This year, the T-Birds ranked second in the 
AHL in year over year growth in both total revenue 
and total tickets sales. The team placed in the Top 5 in 
year over year growth across all ticket categories: total 
sales, full season tickets, group sales, partial plans, and 
individual ticket sales. 

Since the team’s inception in 2016, they have 
achieved a staggering 87% growth in ticket revenue. 
This past season, they celebrated a new milestone of 
over 1,000 full season ticket members, achieved eight 
sellouts, and averaged 5,262 fans per game. This 
marked the team’s second straight year with over 5,000 
average attendance. 

The announcement was made as part of the month- 
long 2020 AHL Team Business Spring Series. The 
2020 AHL Team Business Spring Series, running May 
19 through June 19, is a program of online presen- 
tations and discussions being hosted by the league’s 
Team Business Services department. Team and league 
front-office personnel from throughout the American 
Hockey League meet each offseason to discuss best 
practices and innovative ideas in several areas, includ- 
ing ticket sales, corporate sales and marketing. 

For more information or to become a 2020-2021 
Springfield Thunderbirds ticket member, call (413) 
739-GOAL (4625) or visit www.SpringfieldThunder- 
birds.com. 


MLB from page 1 


Gulls’ seven such honorees, while Mystic led the way 
with five free agent signees. 

“Given the circumstances and the adversity that 
not only our league but each and every summer colle- 
giate baseball league has had to endure this season, we 
could not be more proud of each and every one of our 
alumni that were either drafted or signed as free agents 
after this past weekend,’ NECBL Commissioner Sean 
McGrath stated. “No doubt will we continue to see 
more familiar faces do similarly in the days and weeks 
ahead, but regardless, I am so thrilled for all the young 
men who have been rewarded for their hard work and 
dedication not only during their time in the New En- 
gland League but throughout their collegiate careers, 
both on the diamond and in the classroom. The best 
of luck to each of them as they pursue the first chapter 
of what will hopefully be long professional baseball 
careers!” 

A league-high four players either were drafted or 
signed by the Baltimore Orioles, while three had their 
name called by the Seattle Mariners and two apiece 
went to the San Francisco Giants, Toronto Blue Jays 
and defending World Series champion Washington 
Nationals. 


TMC from page 1 


tics are entered into the website in a timely manner. 

There are still multiple steps to go before a full 32- 
team (in most cases) state tournament is implemented. 
The PVIAC is also still looking to develop an alterna- 
tive to the departing Western Mass. tournament. The 
hope is when meetings are able to resume on a more 
regular basis, those discussions will be able to continue 
in a productive manner. 

Schedules have been set by athletic directors for the 
fall season, however, it remains to be seen what guid- 
ance the state will issue as it relates to athletic contests. 
It also remains to be seen how high school athletics 
will adjust to state guidance on classroom time, which 
may be partially remote this fall. 
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gatherers would support it, call- 
ing for changes within town and 
educational policies. 

“Recent events have spurred 
a national uprising to bring 
awareness to systemic racism 
and the unsettling history of ra- 
cial wrongings against the Black 
community. From _ firsthand 
experience we know that an- 
ti-Blackness and racism exists in 
our own communities,” their de- 
mand letter states. “We believe 
that change starts in educating 
ourselves and hope to focus ef- 
forts towards future generations. 
As alumni of Minnechaug we 
do not attempt to speak for cur- 
rent students, but strongly sup- 
port current efforts to address 
these issues like the work of the 
Diversity Club. We hope you 
will join us in calling upon the 
Hampden-Wilbraham Regional 
School District to concretely ad- 
dress racial justice and educate 
the community about the ongo- 
ing and resistant struggle toward 


liberation that Black Americans 
face.” 

Among the list of demands, 
the organizers hope to mark 
Juneteenth as a holiday, with cel- 
ebrations commencing in 2021. 
They hope for town-wide events 
on the issue of racial injustice, 
and within HWRSD, they hope 
educators will receive anti-bias 
training, the district will imple- 
ment Black history in every dis- 
cipline, as well a person of color 
mental health counselor trained 
in topics of race to support stu- 
dents of color. 

Toomey informed gatherers, 
“We’re taught Black history as 
though it’s a time stamp,” but 
in reality the history is more 
than slavery and its abolition or 
the Civil Rights movement of 
1960s. “We’re not looking to 
take anything away, but we can’t 
represent America as a melting 
pot when only one culture is rep- 
resented.” 

One of the gatherers and 
speakers is Hampden resident 
and current Wilbraham Middle 









written by Black authors. 
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A table set up by organizers calls attention to various literature 
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Organizers of a Black Lives Matter demonstration in Hampden create a tribute to 
George Floyd, who was killed by a Minneapolis, Minn. police officer May 25. The officer 


has since been charged with second degree murder, but the incident has sparked 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 








Casey Lu Simon-Plumb, a Minnechaug graduate and former 
Hampden resident, addresses a crowd of demonstrators from the 
steps of the Hampden Town House. She and her fellow organizers 
hope to spark change locally to dismantle racial barriers. 


School Assistant Principal Se- 
renity Greenwood. She said she 
was nervous to speak before 
the crowd, particularly that her 
white privilege would somehow 
get in the way of the message she 
felt was important for the com- 
munity to hear. 


Re 


rallies, protests and demonstrations nationwide, calling for an end to systemic racism. 


AMBULANCE from page 1 


and $900,00 annually, respec- 
tively. The benefits of partnering 
with Action Ambulance are plen- 
tiful; Davenport listed several. 

“The contract provides 
training for our fire department 
people each year and pays for 
supplies. They guarantee an 
eight-minute response time. If it 
takes more than 10 minutes, we 
have an opportunity to look at 
that, and they’ ll be fined $500 if 
it’s not weather-related,” he said. 

The service will provide a 
revenue stream to the town that 
could cover its yearly costs. If 
Action Ambulance earns more 
than $500,000 using the vehicle 
assigned to Hampden, the town 
will receive a portion of the ad- 
ditional profits. 

“Once we reach a certain 
income level, they begin reim- 


bursing the town with some of 
the money. The important part is 
that 365 days a year/24 hours a 
day, we have an ALS ambulance 
service. In addition, it sets up an 
Ambulance Review Committee 
that meets four times a year to 
review all of the bills and all of 
the charges and allows the town 
to question them,” said Daven- 
port. 

The fire department will re- 
ceive a “backup ambulance” in 
the case that the regular vehicle 
is on call in another community. 
In a show of good will, Action 
Ambulance has pledged to cover 
the insurance costs of individu- 
als who lack coverage or cannot 
afford to pay the bill given after 
a call. 

Most of the audience ap- 
peared comfortable with the 


contract, but several individuals 
remained skeptical. When one 
resident asked that the town re- 
negotiate the contract, Green 
quickly simplified the matter. 

“The Selectmen have nego- 
tiated the contract already so 
without literally going back to 
the drawing board, which would 
put us I’m not sure how far be- 
hind, it should be noted that the 
Selectmen do have the authority 
to negotiate contracts on behalf 
of the town of Hampden. The 
point being that the option is to 
either zero the line or vote for it,” 
he said. 

When all was said and done, 
Lamont’s motion failed and the 
line item was passed. An over- 
all town budget of $14,450,777 
would later be approved for 
FY2021. 


“I wholeheartedly believe 
that education is the greatest 
tool we have,’ Greenwood said. 
“It’s more apparent than ever, we 
need to listen.” 

She said that the message of 
the former student is being heard 
in the district and that she had al- 
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ready spoken to Superintendent 
of Schools Albert Ganem Jr., 
and there have been discussions 
about how to make changes 
within the district. 

“We’re ready to listen be- 
cause we need to do better,” she 
said. “Try to tell me, an educa- 
tor [in the district] for 19 years 
[racism] doesn’t exist; you’re 
wrong.” 

Expressing hope, Derek Lew- 
is said he felt society could over- 
come its racism, as it has slowly 
done throughout U.S. history. 

“America has overcome rac- 
ism in the past and I’m hopeful 
we can overcome it again,” Lew- 
is said. 

He noted the nation wasn’t 
just racist toward people of col- 
or, but even among whites, as 
until the early 20" century, much 
of the benefits afforded to whites 
were largely those of Anglo-Sax- 
on descent, excluding groups 
like the Irish or Slavic peoples. 

“We’ve bridged that gap, we 
can bridge this gap with work,” 
Lewis said. 

Hampden Library Director 
Ellen Moriarty spoke as well, 
telling those gathered her be- 
lief that libraries “are centers 
for learning” and that “connect 
us to the world.’ She said she 
is always open to recommenda- 
tions for new materials and has 
already begun planning a month- 
ly racial film series for this fall, 
with book club to accompany the 
films. 

“It seemed like no one else 
would put something on,’ Weisse 
said of the reason to bring the 
movement to the communities of 
Hampden and Wilbraham. “Tol- 
erance can be contagious.” 





Demonstrators waved signs like this from the front lawn of the Hampden Town House 
June 19, expressing frustrations with the systemic racism that exists in society. 
TIMES STAFF PHOTOS BY TYLER S. WITKOP 
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Have you taken photos at a local sports event 
and want to see them published in this paper? 


Email your image(s) with description to: 
sports@turley.com 
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A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


THANK YOU ST. JUDE & God the 
Father for prayers granted. JMD 


MOVING SALE 


143 CRANE HILL, Wilbraham. 
Couches, chairs, tables, tools, lamps, 
fans, rugs, desks, dresser, toys, plants, 
dishes, 9am-4pm Sat. June 27. 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 


hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





1*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 





a" Cig ne Gi 
2**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 

Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. Project 
financing available. Tim 413-563- 
2229 Lic #053483 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DK 
Powerwashing 


We powerwash houses, decks, 

patios. roof cleaning/ 

non-pressure wash. Removes ugly 
dark staining & moss. 

Free estimates. Fully insured, 

owner operated, 

Call (413)297-4276 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


eds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ' ELECTRICIAN, 


FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 
Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 
Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Name: Phone _ 
Address: 
Town: oe eee ee State Zips 
Number of Weeks:__ X per week rate = $ ee 
Credit Card: LI MasterCard LIVISA  U Discover LI Cash L) Check# 
Card #: Exp. Date CVV 

Amount of charge: _ Date: 


DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 


GRANBY 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 


BELCHERTOWN 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


EASTHAMPTON 

















LD 


EAST 
BROOKFIEI 


NORTH 
(-\ BROOKFIELD 


WALES { HOLLAND 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 


SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 


Add asecond ZONE __ 10.00 


Add athird ZONE $5.00 


~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 





Subtotal = CN 
x Number of Weeks _ Caney 
TOTAL Enclosed =) 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


ACO 
MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. | 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 





FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 








A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Landscape design & mainte- 
nance 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


ENVY YARD MAINTENANCE 
Lawn mowing, Spring/ Fall clean-up, 
mulch, shrub trimming, general yard 
maintenance, etc. When quality and 
service matter call Nick 413-386- 
5014 
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MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER quality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924., 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


PUBLIC NOTICES & 





Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20C0105CA 
In the matter of: 
Jordan Josee Brown-Rose 
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME 

A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been filed 
by Jordan Josee Brown- 
Rose of Wilbraham, MA 
requesting that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name to: 

Jordan Josee Brown 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Any person may appear for 
purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear- 
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 07/15/2020. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance if you object to 
this proceeding. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 





this Court. 

Date: June 17, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

6/25/2020 


SALE OF 

MOTOR VEHICLE 

This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of June 26, 2020 the fol- 
lowing motor vehicle will be 
for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien: 


Vehicle: 2009 Toyota Tacoma 
Vin: 5TENX22N39Z619419 
Color: Green 

LKO: John Ferreria 
ADDRESS: 13 1/2 Weston St., 
Wilbraham, MA 


Vehicle: 2004 Pontiac 
Montana 
Vin: LGMDX03E44D 108880 
Color: Red 
LKO: Michelle Plaudde-Jesus 
73 Elmdale St., 
West Springfield, MA 01089 
R & S Assoc. Inc. 
Wilbraham, MA 
413-596-4374 
6/11, 6/18, 6/25/2020 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features 
for Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twitkop@ 


turley.com. 
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CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


BOATS 


FISHING BOAT Boston Whaler 14 
ft., 20 hp electric motor, downrigger, 
canopy, trailer. $2,250. 413-324- 
1035 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. 
Summer riding program July 6-10, July 
13-17. Gift certificates available. 860- 
874-8077 Suffield, CT endofhunt. 
com 


DRIVER - CDL CLASS A PNEU- 
MATIC TANK & DUMP TRAILER. EX- 
PERIENCED ONLY. RB Enterprises 
413-583-8393 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
P/T BASKETBALL SCORE- 
KEEPERS 

Looking for reliable Part-Time Basket- 
ball Scorekeepers. For application and 
more information please visit www.wil- 
braham-ma.gov. Application deadline 
7/10/2020 at 4:30 PM. EOE 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
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LAND FOR SALE 


25’X110’ ROW LOT W/ 40’ water- 
front on Holland Lake. Unbuildable. 
Possible dock and swimming. $13,000 
or BO 508-868-6157 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


LUDLOW 1 SIDE of 2 family house, 
3 BR, Ig eat-in kitchen, new carpet and 
paint. Private basement, nice yard, 
conv. East St. location. Available July 
1. $1,150 or $1,250 with pet. 1st, last. 
413-687-2813 





VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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STCC names spring Dean’s List 


SPRINGFIELD — Springfield 
Technical Community College re- 
cently named its Dena’s List for the 
spring 2020 semester. To qualify, a 
student must earn 12 or more col- 
lege-level credits during a semester 
and achieve a GPA of 3.30 or better. 

From Hampden are Amanda 
M. Aldrich, Frank J. Bianchi, Raul 
Combe, Alyssa Demetrius, BillieJo 
Forcier, Erica A. Keeley, Zacha- 


Students graduate from 
Fairfield University 


FAIRFIELD, Conn. — Fairfield University an- 
nounced the undergraduate degree recipients from 
May 2020. At the time of graduation, a student must 
have earned a minimum of 120 credits and completed 


at least 38 three- or four-credit courses, 
minimum cumulative GPA of 2.0 at the conclusion of 


their senior year. 


Among the graduates are Luke J. D’ Agostino, of 


and have a 


Hampden, and Kamryn E. Jebb and Andrew M. Job- 


son, of Wilbraham. 


Iowa State 


names 2020 graduates 


AMES, Iowa 


— A virtual commencement cer- 


ry John Lussier, Olivia O’Connor, 
Alexis Raye Roda, 
Schilling, Gilycia Shantalle Senchi 
and Taylor Jade Strum. 

Wilbraham students are Jacob 
Arthur Balbino, Andrew J. Bellotti, 
Matthew Luis Caban, Grace Lau- 
ren Cherry, Mitchell Fagan Guzzo, 
Hunter Z. Jurkovac, Ashley Lau- 
er, Kevin J. MacLellan, Michael 
F. Manning, Dionna Martell, Bri- 


Angelia M. 


an Thomas Pelletier, Gracie Erica 
Pighetti, Caitlin C. Plourd, Zachary 
Alexander Ramos, 
Rowe, Jacqueline Inez Sanchez, 
Kelsey M. Slepchuk, Eric R. Tom- 
linson, Daniel Eric Tracy, Madison 
Nicole Trombley, Melanie Marie 
Ward, Jon Roman Wegrzynek and 
Matthew Hanz Wietsma. 


Sherica Coreen 


Students graduate from 
Western New England 


SPRINGFIELD — Western New England Universi- 
ty congratulates more than 950 students who received 
their academic degrees in May 2020. 

From Hampden are Stephanie Opal, Abigail Hen- 
ry, Nathan Smith Epaul, Cullen Murray, Lisa Scungio 


and Chelsea Grabowsk1. 


Wilbraham graduates are Jeffrey Dufour, Olivia 
Barber, Gina Barillaro, Spencer Newton, Paul Dunn, 
Sylvia Kierkla, Mikayla Kurtz, Christoper Jusczyk, 
Kayleigh Baker and Andrea Davis. 


Mastrio earns 


emony was held this spring at Iowa State Uni- 
versity to honor the nearly 5,100 students who 


earned degrees. The traditional on-campus cel- 
ebrations were moved online as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. University leaders record- 
ed three commencement ceremonies to honor 


graduates. 


Stephanie Bacon, of Wilbraham, earned her 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree. Addition- 
ally, Bacon earned a spot on the spring Dean’s 
List for maintaining a minimum GPA of 3.50 and 
carrying a minimum of nine credit hours worth 


of coursework. 


Dean’s List 
honors 


WEST HAVEN, Conn. — 
The University of New Ha- 
ven, Connecticut, 
announced the Dean’s List 
for the spring 2020 semes- 


recently 


ter. Among those students 1s 


James Mastrio, of Wilbra- 
ham. Mastrio is pursuing a 
bachelor’s degree in com- 
munication through the unt- 
versity’s College of Arts and 


Sciences. 


Sarah Penna 
earns Dean’s 
Honors 


BETHLEHEM, Pa. — 
Moravian College recently 
named its Dean’s Honor 
List for the spring 2020 
semester. Among those 
students is Sarah Penna, 
of Hampden. To earn the 
distinction, a student must 
attain a minimum GPA of 
3.50. 
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Dentistry in the Age of COVID 
ow our lives have changed in 
the last 100 days! Our country 
has been rocked by a novel 

respiratory pathogen called COVID-19. 


Our doctors, nurses, and health-care 
providers have been on the front lines 
fighting an epic battle against this once- 
in-a-century threat. Those of us not on the 
front lines have been largely quarantined 
at home. Slowly, as we learn more about 
the virus, our country will gain more 
control over the situation, our health 
care system and our patients will adapt. 
When the country does re-open, going to 
your local medical provider will look a 
little different. Dentistry is not immune 
to these changes. Fortunately, dentistry 
has been at the forefront of sterilization 
and infection control since the AIDS 
epidemic of the early 1980’s. 

Dentistry has always engaged, and will 
always engage, in the strictest infection 
control processes. Most of dentistry’s 
disinfection protocols have been focused 
on blood-borne pathogens. All surfaces 
are sprayed, wiped, and decontaminated 
after every patient encounter. All 
procedural instruments are sterilized or 
disposed. There are numerous barriers 
throughout the treatment area. Every 
dental clinician, whether dentist, 
assistant, or hygienist, wears masks, 
gloves, and eyewear during procedures. 
Every dental team member goes through 
extensive yearly trainings. 

The dental team, already highly 
trained, 1s poised to rise to another level of 
sterility, but this time focused on airborne 
pathogens. Sophisticated air cleaners 
and HEPA filters are making their way 
into the dental office. N95 respirator 
masks, the ones seen on the evening 


news, will become commonplace. 
Computer technology, which has already 
revolutionized medicine and dentistry, 
will provide more patient security in the 
form of paperless charts and contactless 
payment systems. Social distancing, 
already commonplace in the grocery store 
and hardware store, will be the norm in 
all dental offices. 

Unfortunately, just like HIV, COVID 
will be a virus that our society must 
learn to live with. Whether we wait until 
tomorrow, next week, or next month to 
resume our lives, the virus will still be 
there. As much as we would all like to 
drop off our teeth for cleaning, and then 
pick them up later, that is not the world 
we live in. Over the past eight weeks, 
our office has been seeing patients for 
emergency treatment. Now, more than 
ever, the doctor-patient relationship 1s 
built on trust and mutual understanding. 
To date, there has not been a single 
documented case of COVID transmission 
in the dental office, whether from patient 
to provider, or from facility to patient. As 
we speak, dental offices are re-opening 
for routine care in France and Italy. 
The process of providing dental care in 
those countries is a little different now, 
but it 1s safe delivery of care, and they 
are not experiencing any complications. 
Each dental team member has patient 
wellbeing and safety as the top priority. 
The facility and the process may look 
different from past months, and it may 
be more difficult to see your friendly 
hygienist’s smile under the mask, but the 
dental team is here to serve you! 


Christopher J. Root, DUD MAGD 
Wilbraham Dental Associates 
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We are now open and following all 
CDC guidelines for the safety of our patients 


Wilbraham Dental Associates, Lic 
Christopher J. Root DAD MAGD 


e Cosmetic & esthetic dentistry, 
whitening, veneers, crowns & bridges 


e Implant Services 

e Digital X-Rays & Photographs 

e Evening appointments available 
e Most insurance plans accepted 


e CareCredit - A convenient 
monthly payment plan 


Hours: 
NXg aN [U-<SHA'/ Ce MH OLO OR OL0) 
Thurs. 8:00-8:00 @ Fri. 8:00-5:00 


70 Post Office Park 
Suite 7006 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 


www.wilbrahamdentalassociates.com 


413-279-2016 


Harry Setian, 
REHAB PATIENT 


PERSONALIZED SHORT-TERM THERAPY 


LIFE CARE CENTER 
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2399 Boston Rd. e 


Wilbraham, MA O1095 
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Encompass Health 


Getting the right level of inpatient and outpatient rehabilitative care is 
important for a successful recovery. Our advanced technologies and 
Specialized clinical experts provide better care for Superior results. 
Most importantly, Encompass Health accepts most forms of insurance 
when you qualify for care. Speak up for your recovery and demand 
Encompass Health Rehabilitation Hospital of Western Massachusetts. 


Learn more at ehc.rehab/wmwt20 


Encompass Health 


Rehabilitation Hospital of Western Massachusetts 


222 State Street - Ludlow, MA 01056 + 866.490.3916 
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ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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